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Montcalm County 

Spring is on its way… hopefully! 

With all the snow, it feels like spring will never arrive but no matter the weather, the 

months are passing by and that means we are getting closer to all of our summer activities.  

This means fair animals will be coming home soon and spring break is getting close. 

 With spring break approaching, you will find the events that 4-H is hosting on a flier 

near the end of this newsletter.  These activities are open to youth ages 5-19 and many are 

open to the whole family.  Please read carefully so you can RSVP to those events that re-

quire it.  We are excited to have received funding from West Michigan Compounding to 

offset some of the costs.   

If you haven’t done so yet, be sure to line up your fair animals so you don’t miss out.   If 

you are having trouble finding animals, search Facebook, Craigslist, and other online sites.  

Many breeders have moved to online advertisement and sales over the years.   

Have a safe spring break and we hope to see you at some of our 4-H activities. 

Sincerely, 

 

Tarin Minkel 

Contact Us 

Tarin Minkel 
4-H Program Coordinator 
 
211 W Main Street 
PO BOX 368 
Stanton, MI 48888 
 
Phone 
989-831-7500 
 
Email 
minkeltj@msu.edu 
 
Web Site 
https://www.canr.msu.edu/
montcalm-county/
montcalm_county_4_h/index 

Calendar of events: 

March 5– Montcalm County 4-H Council, MSUE, 6:30 p.m. 

March 7– 4-H Dog Committee, Ash Building, 6:00 p.m. 

March 12– 4-H Horse Leader’s, Ash Building, 7:00 p.m. 

March 18– 4-H Small Animal Committee, MSUE, 6:00 p.m. 

March 18– 4-H Community Connection, MSUE, 7:15 p.m. 

March 19– 4-H Livestock Committee, Ash Building, 7:00 p.m.  

March 23-29– 4-H Spring Break Activities, various places in the county,  

 see flier for details 
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LOCAL EVENTS 

4-H Exploration Days 
4-H Exploration Days is scheduled for June 19-21, 2019.  This event is for youth ages 11 and up to 

get a pre-college experience on the campus of MSU by attending a variety of sessions of their 

choice.  A list of sessions is available here but the registration forms are not yet available.  Registra-

tion opens March 19th and has to be done through the MSU Extension Office so we will notify 

everyone as soon as they become available.  For now, please check out the session list and write 

down your top choices. 
 

Family Farm and Home Promotion 
The Family Farm and Home Homegrown 4-H/FFA Program allows youth within 4-H and FFA to 

receive extra discounts on things they buy.  If you are interested in getting involved in this program 

to receive additional discounts, check out the flier at the end of this newsletter. 
 

Staying home for spring break? 
4-H has activities planned that are sure to be fun if you’re staying home for spring break.  Saturday 

(23rd) will be skating, Monday (25th) will be craft day, Thursday( 28th) will be bowling, Friday 

(29th) will be baking.  Other events are still in the works.  Volunteers will be needed to help with 

craft day so if you are interested in helping, please let me know.  Craft day, baking day, and bowl-

ing will require pre-registration by March 15th.  Check out the flier at the end of the newsletter for 

more info.  
 

Calling all old buttons… 
We are in need of old buttons for craft day during spring break. If you have any you would like to 

donate, please drop them off at the MSU Extension office or call us to make arrangements for 

someone to collect them. 
 

Hatching Chicks– Volunteer needed 
Are you passionate about teaching youth in the community about animals? We are being ap-

proached by a few schools hoping to offer chicken embryology (hatching chicken eggs) in their 

classrooms and are in need of a volunteer interested in helping with this project.  The commitment 

is short-term (6 weeks) and a very rewarding experience.  If you know someone outside of 4-H 

who may be interested, please share this information.  This project would start the first week of 

April and run through May.  Schools are located in Greenville and Vestaburg. 
D j 

Pig Dissection 

We have had a pig donated by the Rasmussen family for our dissection event that will take place 

on Thursday, March 13th at 6:30 p.m.  This event will be held at Nitengale Farms, 7909 Miller 

Road, Greenville, MI 48838.  Please carpool if possible so there is enough room to part.  If you are 

planning to attend this event, please RSVP by Monday, March 11th.  This event will be led by vets 

from Lakeview Animal Clinic. 
D j 

Lakeview Family Fun Night Volunteers 

Lakeview Elementary is hosting a Math Family Fun Night the first week of April (probably April 

4th).  They have asked Montcalm County 4-H to run a station at the event which means I will need 

about 8 volunteers to help.  These can be middle school aged youth up to adults.  If you are inter-

ested in helping, please let me know.  I will confirm the date as soon as it is official.   
D j 

Do you have a therapy animal? 

Hathaway Hills in Greenville reached out looking for volunteers to bring animals in to their nurs-

ing home to visit residents.  This can include cats, dogs, rabbits and anything else that residents 

may like.  If you are interested in taking your pet to visit, please contact Pam at 616-225-1132 to 

schedule a visit.   

4-H Valentines 
Challenge Results 

 
 
Burgess Lakes, 4-H Future 
Leaders, Animal Junction, and 
Rebel Clovers, and Lakeside 
Trading Post all participated in 
the 4-H Valentine Challenge 
put on by the 4-H Community 
Connection Committee.  
Some of the places to benefit 
from cards include Metron of 
Greenville, Lakeview Terrace, 
Green Acres of Greenville and 
Cedar Springs, Hathaway 
Hills, TSC, and nursing homes 
in Cedar Springs.  
 
One 4-H member took it a 
step further and made a 
Valentine card in braille for 
someone visually impaired.  
This card was sent to the 
Seiter Center in Greenville for 
visually impaired students to 
enjoy. 
 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/4_h_exploration_days/session_information
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4-H Events and Workshops 
D j 

March 1-April 30: JOANN’s Clover for Kids Campaign 
Local JOANN stores, throughout Michigan 

Support Michigan 4-H by visiting your local JOANN store from March 1 – April 30 and 

purchasing a clover at the register for either $1 or $4. 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/joann-s-clover-for-kids-campaign 
 

March 17: 4-H STEAM Sunday—China Art 
Ingham County Fairgrounds, Mason 

Learn about Chinese culture through an art exchange program. You will look at and 

learn about art created by students in China before creating your own art to send back. 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-steam-sunday-china-art 
 

March 26: 4-H Parliamentary Procedure Training 

Muskegon County MSU Extension Office, Muskegon 

This training is designed for both 4-H members and volunteers who want to learn 

more about parliamentary procedure and how it can be used in their 4-H clubs. 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/muskegon-county-4-h-parliamentary-procedure-

training 
 

March 27-April 7: Tractor Supply Co. Paper Clover Campaign 
Local Tractor Supply Co. stores, throughout Michigan 

Visit your local Tractor Supply Company store March 27 – April 7 to purchase a paper 

4-H clover for $1 at checkout and support 4-H in your community.  

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/tractor-supply-co-paper-clover-campaign-1 
D j 

April 7: Mission to Mars  

Ingham County Fairgrounds, Mason 

Ever wanted to know what it was like to be an astronaut and travel to Mars? Now is 

your chance to think, eat and explore Mars just like a astronaut would! 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/mission-to-mars 
 

April 13: Michigan 4-H Goat Expo 

Anthony Hall, East Lansing 

The State 4-H Goat Expo is designed for 4-H members interested in live animal  

evaluation and testing their knowledge of the goat industry in a fun, educational manner. 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/2019-michigan-4-h-goat-expo 
 

April 26-28: Michigan 4-H Shooting Sports Instructor Certification Workshop 

Kettunen Center, Tustin 

All 4-H shooting sports clubs are supervised by certified 4-H shooting sports instructors. 

Attend to earn instructor certification in archery, rifle, shotgun, pistol or muzzle loader. 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/2019-michigan-4-h-shooting-sports-instructor-

certification-workshop 
 

For the most up-to-date events listing, go to http://4h.msue.msu.edu/events.  

Registration 
available for the 

4-H Animal & 
Veterinary 

Science Camp 

 
The 4-H Animal & 
Veterinary Science Camp 
is now accepting 
applications through April 
3.  
 
This five-day pre-college 
program held at Michigan 
State University is open to 
4-H members between 
the age of 13 and 17.  
 
Youth will explore fields 
related to animal and 
veterinary medicine as 
well as participate in 
numerous hands-on 
learning activities.  
 
Learn more and register 
today at https://
www.canr.msu.edu/4_h_a
nimal_veterinary_science
_camp/.  
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Ready to bring your fair projects home? Consider these tips as 
you prepare to purchase your livestock project! 

Author: Katie Ockert, 4-H animal science educator 

Acquiring new livestock is exciting, no matter if it is to build 
your herd or if it is the purchase of your annual 4-H project. 
Making sure to do your homework so that you are fully 
prepared is key in starting off on the right foot.  

Michigan State University Extension recommends that you 
take the time to get all of the important health information 
about potential purchases from the seller and that you 
prepare animal housing facilities ahead of time. Taking these 
steps will help to make the transition to a new home as 
stress free as possible. 

Assessing Animal Health and Treatment Documentation 

When purchasing animals, it is important to know their history. Answering the following questions 
will help you make an informed purchase: 

1) When was the animal born? 

2) What vaccinations has the animal been given and when were they given? 

3) Have any other treatments been administered to the animal (deworm, delouse, antibiotics, 
etc.)? If so, what is the withdrawal period for the drugs given? 

4) Have any of the animals on the farm been ill or shown symptoms of illness? 

5)  If acquiring a market animal, what is the approximate weight? 

Bringing New Stock Home 

Once you make the decision to purchase new stock, there are many additional considerations to 

keep in mind. These include:  

1) Transportation. If you do not own a trailer, you may need to make arrangements with the 

breeder or someone else that has a trailer to transport animals for you. Please remember that 

although some people may want to help you out free of charge, as a courtesy, you should be 

prepared to pay someone to provide transportation.  

2)  Unloading. Making sure that your facility is ready to acquire new livestock before they 

arrive is essential and can make the transition less stressful. Make sure that you have a pen 

identified for new animals to go into that is set up with water and appropriate feed when you 

arrive.  

3) Settling in. Newly acquired animals should be quarantined, or kept away from other animals 

that are already housed on the premises, for a minimum of 21 days. The more physical space 

you can put in between animals, the better.  

4) Comingling. When you are beginning to comingle animals, remember that each specie has a 

herd hierarchy. It is important to make sure that hazards to animals as they establish their 

place in the herd or flock are kept to a minimum.  

For more information about your 4-H animal science projects, visit https://www.canr.msu.edu/

animal_science/. 

4-H Show Your 
Money Smarts 

Contest 
 

Learn about investments 
and put your knowledge 
to the test. Compete with 
others across the state in 
this online challenge 
during the entire month of 
April.  
 
During this Money Smart 
Month contest, you can 
win prizes for both your 
county and yourself. High 
scoring youth will be 
entered into a prize 
drawing for a $100 4-H 
event scholarship.  
 
Learn more and register 
today at https://
www.canr.msu.edu/4-h-
money-smarts/.  
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